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Introduction 

Welcome to the eleventh annual public health summer institute! We are excited for you to join us over the two days as we explore 

the theme “Think Globally, Act Locally: Public Health and the Anthropocene.” 

What is the Anthropocene? 
While technically a geological phenomenon, a new geological epoch, the Anthropocene is best understood as the geological 

expression of a set of massive and rapid global ecological changes that in turn are driven by a dramatic and rapid increase in the 

scale of human activity, particularly since the mid-20th century. The best known of these changes is climate change, which has 

been described as “the biggest global health threat of the 21st century”, but there are many more global ecological changes that are 

also threats to health and must also be considered. Addressing these ecological threats to wellbeing will require transformative 

societal change. 

What Will You Learn? 
In the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic, with its major health, social and economic ramifications (particularly for structurally 

disadvantaged communities), it can be hard to appreciate that this and similar pandemics are in part another effect of the 

Anthropocene era. Our intent is to locate this year’s summer institute in the current global ecological context, while grounding it in 

local public health action and linking it to the emerging debate about the need for transformative societal change and a just 

transition to a sustainable ‘One Planet’ society. 

By the end of the summer institute, participants will understand the full range of the ecological changes and the socio-cultural 

forces that constitute the Anthropocene and the implications of those forces for population and public health. That understanding 

is needed in order to spur action, both globally and locally, to realise the health and other co-benefits of ecologically sustainable and 

socially just “One Planet” communities and societies. This in turn will enable participants to begin to imagine and design local social 

and public health responses that will lead to more sustainable, just, convivial and healthy ‘One Planet’ communities. 

Notes About Videoconferencing Etiquette: 
The summer institute will be entirely virtual this year due to the ongoing pandemic, in order to ensure minimal interruptions please 

read and follow the below instructions on videoconferencing etiquette:  

• 24-48 hours in advance of the summer institute you will be provided connection instructions via email, please do not share 

the summer institute connection information with anyone who is not registered to attend. 

• We will be using a waiting room to ensure only registered summer institute participants are in attendance, please use the 

full name you registered under to connect or we will be unable to admit you into the session. 

• If you would like to join on video please note that the summer institute will be recorded. 

• Joining via video indicates you give permission for PHABC to record your image or likeness while participating in the 

summer institute and to use your image or likeness for educational or promotional material related to the summer institute. 

• Please ensure your microphone is on mute at all times, unless you are engaging in a discussion or asking a question. 

• If you would like to ask a question please use the “raise your hand” button and wait until you are called to unmute. 

• If you need to step away from your computer at anytime in the day please ensure that your video is turned off and your 

audio is muted, when you return to your computer please do not announce your return unless called upon to do so. 

• Please ensure you are respectful of everyone and every idea attending the summer institute, do not engage in any activity 

that could be considered disrespectful or prejudiced. 

• The chat feature is reserved for questions directly related to the topics or for registrants to record their aha moments 

through out the two days, please do not use the chat feature for personal conversations or conversations not related to the 

summer institute. Notes in the chat will be archived and private chats are visible when copied.  
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Traditional Land Acknowledgements 
 

The 2020 Public Health Summer Institute is being held across Canada through partnerships with the Saskatchewan Public Health 

Association, Manitoba Public Health Association, Yukon Public Health Community of Practice, and the Public Health Agency of 

Canada – Western Division. We would like to begin by recognizing the lands on which our organizations are located on. 

British Columbia 
We would like acknowledge that British Columbia represents a collection of unceded and traditional territories encompassing 

one third of all First Nations, Métis and Inuit in Canada. There are 198 distinct First Nations, Métis and Inuit within BC that 

speak over 30 languages & 60 dialects across the province and have existed in place since time immemorial. For a list of all 

First Nations in BC: Government of British Columbia - First Nations A-Z Listing. We respect the lands we are fortunate enough 

to live, work and play on and are dedicated to ensuring Indigenous-led reconciliation and revitalization efforts create impactful 

change for all First Nations in BC and on turtle island. 

Yukon Territory 
The Yukon is located within the traditional territory of the Kwanlin Dün, Vuntut Gwitchin, Na-Cho Nyäk Dun, Tr’ondëk 

Hwëch’in, Selkirk, Kluane, Little Salmon/Carmacks, Champagne & Aishihik, Liard, White River, and Carcross/Tagish First 

Nations and the Ta'an Kwach'an, Ross River Dena, and Teslin Tlingit Councils. We respect the land we are fortunate enough 

to live, work and play on and are committed to reconciliation with the First Nations, Métis and Inuit of Yukon Territory. 

Alberta 
We would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge the traditional territories of the Blackfoot, the people of the Treaty 8 

region – including the Cree, Dene, Inuit and Métis, the people of the Treaty 7 region – including the Blackfoot Nations of 

Siksika, Piikani, & Kainai, the Tsuut’ina Nation and Stoney Nakota First Nations; and the people of the Treaty 6 region - 

including Cree, Saulteaux, Blackfoot, Métis, Dene, and Nakota Sioux. We acknowledge all the many First Nations, Métis, and 

Inuit whose footsteps have marked these lands for centuries. 

Saskatchewan 
We would like to acknowledge that Saskatchewan encompasses the territories of Treaties 2, 4, 5, 6, 8, and 10 which includes 

the traditional lands of the Nakota, Nehiyaw/Cree, Nahkawe/Saulteaux, Dakota, Lakota, Saulteaux, Nakota, Stoney, Dene and 

Cree. We also acknowledge the traditional homeland of the Métis. We pay our respects to the First Nations and Métis ancestors 

of this place, honor their contributions and reaffirm our relationship with one another. 

Manitoba 
Manitoba is located within treaty 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 territories, on the traditional land of the Anishinaabe, Cree, Oji-Cree, 

Assiniboine, Saulteax, Ininew, Anishininiw, Dakota, and Dene Peoples, and the homeland of the Métis Nation. We respect that 

the First Nation treaties were made on these territories and acknowledge the harms and mistakes of the past, and we dedicate 

ourselves to collaborate in partnership with First Nation, Métis and Inuit people in the spirit of reconciliation. 

We understand that this summer institute will have participants connecting from across Canada and those participants may be 

located in traditional and unceded territories of other First Nations, Inuit, Métis and Acadians that are not explicitly listed above. 

Therefore, we would like to acknowledge that this country exists entirely on the traditional territories of the First Nations, Inuit, 

Métis and Acadians and we are committed to supporting Indigenous-led reconciliation and revitalization efforts across the country.  

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/natural-resource-stewardship/consulting-with-first-nations/first-nations-negotiations/first-nations-a-z-listing
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Think Piece

COVID-19 – and Far Beyond 

In the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic, with its major health, 

social and economic ramifications (particularly for 

structurally disadvantaged communities), it can be hard to 

appreciate that this and similar pandemics are in part a 

symptom of our growing intrusion into nature. It can also be 

hard to recognise that while the pandemic has these significant 

impacts, they pale in comparison with the projected health, 

social and economic consequences – especially for those same 

disadvantaged communities - of a far larger set of massive and 

rapid, human-induced global ecological changes currently 

underway. Given that the drivers of these changes are human-

made, this era is referred to as the Anthropocene, anthropos 

being the Ancient Greek for human 

The global ecological 

changes that constitute the 

Anthropocene are 

arguably the greatest 

threat to health in the 21st 

century, barring nuclear 

war. If we are to reduce 

our ecological footprint to 

the equivalent of One Planet’s worth of the Earth’s biocapacity 

and resources, we are going to have to undertake a profound 

transformation of our entire way of life, our society and our 

economy. This transformation will be most marked in high 

income countries such as Canada, where we need to reduce 

our ecological footprint by almost 80 percent from our current 

ecological footprint, which is equivalent to 4.75 planet’s worth 

of biocapacity (Global Footprint Network, 2019). 

Yet at the same time we want to maintain a good quality of life 

and good health for all, and we want the transition to a ‘One 

Planet’ society to be socially just, and not increase health 

inequity. The global slowdown to fight COVID-19 has given the 

world’s communities the opportunity to pause, reflect and 

perhaps make new choices about how to live sustainably. This 

has important implications for population and public health 

practice, at all levels from the local to the global. Our intent is 

to locate this year’s summer institute in this global ecological 

context, while grounding it in local public health action and 

linking it to the emerging debate about the need for 

transformative societal change and a just transition to a 

sustainable ‘One Planet’ society. 

Think Globally 
Welcome to the Anthropocene 

In May 2019 the Anthropocene Working Group of the 

International Commission on Stratigraphy voted to recognise 

the Anthropocene as “a formal chrono-stratigraphic unit” with 

a base “around the mid-twentieth century of the Common Era” 

(International Commission on Stratigraphy, 2019) – in other 

words, a new geological epoch. While technically a geological 

phenomenon, based on the presence of unique human markers 

in new sedimentary layers, the Anthropocene is the geological 

expression of a set of global ecological changes that in turn are 

driven by human activity. 

Ecologically, the geological phenomenon of the Anthropocene 

is a marker of the massive and rapid global ecological changes 

that human activity has created, particularly since the mid-

20th century – a scant 70 years ago (Figure 1). Referred to as 

‘the Great Acceleration’ (Steffen et al, 2015a), the best known 

of these changes is climate change, which has been described 

by the two Lancet Commissions on climate change and health 

as “the 

biggest global 

health threat 

of the 21st 

century” 

(Costello et 

al, 2009) and 

as posing “an 

unacceptably 

high and 

potentially 

catastrophic 

risk to human 

health” 

(Watts et al, 

2015). 

But 

important 

though climate change is, the Anthropocene includes many 

other global scale ecological changes we are creating – all of 

which have important health implications (CPHA 2015): 

• Acidifying the oceans; 

• Changing the great cycles of life (e.g. water, carbon, 

nitrogen and phosphorus); 

Earth System Trends 
CO2 + 26% 
Methane +59.5% 

Global surface temperature 
anomaly (0C) v 1961-1990  

+ 0.471 vs 
- 0.036 

Ozone loss (2012)  

• Peak loss (1994) 

50.8%  

66.9%  
Ocean H ion  +18%  
Marine fish capture  + 4.6 x 

Nitrogen flux to coast 4.26 x  

Tropical forest loss  

(compared to 1% in 1700)  

27.66% vs 

15.65%  
Agricultural land  
% of total (0.08% in 1750) 

0.38% vs 
0.31% 

Terrestrial biosphere 
degradation (2.8% in 1700) 

28.6% (2000) vs 
14% (1950) 

Table 1: Earth system trends from 1948 to approximately 

2010/2012. Based on Great Acceleration Data – Global (October 

2014)  Source: International Geosphere-Biosphere Programme. 

igbp.net/download/18.950c2fa1495db7081ebc7/1421334707878/I

GBPGreatAccelerationdatacollection.xlsx  

http://www.igbp.net/download/18.950c2fa1495db7081ebc7/1421334707878/IGBPGreatAccelerationdatacollection.xlsx
http://www.igbp.net/download/18.950c2fa1495db7081ebc7/1421334707878/IGBPGreatAccelerationdatacollection.xlsx
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• Widespread pollution, including polluting entire 

ecosystems with persistent organic pollutants (POPs), 

heavy metals and plastic and other nano-particles 

(Landrigan et al, 2017). 

• Using renewable resources at unsustainable rates (e.g. 

freshwater, forests, fisheries, soils and farmlands) 

• Depleting some key non-renewable resources (e.g. fossil 

fuels, some minerals). 

• Creating a sixth Great Extinction. 

We are exceeding planetary boundaries for a variety of Earth 

systems that should not be crossed (Steffen et al, 2015b), and 

our ecological footprint surpasses the planet’s biocapacity 

every year – globally it is 1.7 times as great (Global Footprint 

Network, 2019). 

Socio-culturally, these ecological changes are the product of 

our collective social and economic development, and 

particularly are due to the socio-economic development model 

espoused in high-income countries and spread around the 

world in the form of colonialism and what might be called 

economic imperialism. That model is ultimately rooted in the 

Enlightenment, and is known as ‘modernity’. Here too there 

has been a ‘Great Acceleration’ since the mid-20th century. 

Some of its key features are massive and rapid economic, 

population, consumption and pollution growth.  

These ecological 

changes - and the 

cultural, social, 

economic and 

technological forces 

causing them - have 

profound implications 

for our health. After 

all, our air, water, 

food, materials and 

fuels all come from 

nature, and we rely on 

natural systems to 

cycle nutrients, 

detoxify wastes, protect the Earth from solar UV radiation and 

maintain a stable and warm climate; these are the ecological 

determinants of health (CPHA, 2015). If we undermine these 

natural systems then we undermine our own wellbeing, 

perhaps even our very survival, as well as that of the myriad 

other species with whom we share the Earth. 

Ensuring we do not continue down this path has profound 

implications for our current way of life, at all levels from the 

personal to the global, requiring transformational change if 

we are to remain within the carrying capacity of the Earth.

Transformative Change 

If it is true that ‘every system is perfectly designed to achieve 

the results it gets’ then our current system is perfectly 

designed to plunder the planet and undermine the Earth 

systems that are our life support systems and that underpin 

our societies and economies. It is also perfectly designed to 

create obscene levels of inequality and impoverishment that 

impair the health and 

shorten the lives of 

millions of people 

around the world – 

including here in 

Canada. It is, in short, 

not fit for purpose in the 

21st century.  

One of the unanticipated impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic is 

that it has to some extent revealed the price many pay for our 

way of life. Suddenly we can breathe the air, see the 

mountains, hear the birds; suddenly life for some is slower-

paced and less stressful, with motor vehicle crash mortality 

dramatically reduced, while for many others there has been 

job and income loss, absence of basic services such as schools 

or public transit and many other social and economic 

challenges. We have learned that many of our essential 

workers are woefully undervalued, under-paid and with 

stressful job insecurity, while the adequacies – or inadequacies 

– of our governance systems have been starkly revealed. We 

have seen how racism, sexism, poverty and other social forms 

of inequity have led to certain populations being 

disproportionately impacted and we can expect these patterns 

to play out within ecological crises too if nothing changes. We 

have come to appreciate the value of community goodwill and 

respect, of good governance with strong social support 

mechanisms, and of local people, businesses and 

organisations. 

All of this – and much more – has led to increasing calls to use 

the ‘COVID pause’ to re-think our way of life and our economy. 

We see calls for us to ‘build back better’, (Florizone and 

Vaughan, 2020); not to ‘roar back’ to a harmful economy, but 

to ‘bounce forward’ to a green, just and healthy recovery 

(Hancock, 2020a, 2020b). Writing about climate change and 

capitalism, Naomi Klein (2014) said ‘this changes everything’; 

what really changes everything is not just climate change but 

the entire range of ecological and social challenges of the 

Anthropocene. In particular, we will need to transition to a 

new ‘Wellbeing economy’ - the approach recently adopted in 

New Zealand (Government of New Zealand, 2019) – rooted in 

ecological economics (Hancock, 2020c).

Socio-Economic Trends 

Population 2.73 x 

Real GDP (2005 US$) 11.1 x 
Urban population 4.74 x 
Primary energy use 5.14 x 

Fertilizer consumption 14.4 x 
Large dams 5.85 x 
Water use 3.28 x 

Paper production 5.38 x 
Transportation (vehicle #s) 7.23 
Telecommunications (billion 

landlines & subscriptions) 

> 9,000 

x 
International tourism arrivals 37 x 

Table 2: Socio-economic trends from 1948 to 
approximately 2010/2012. Based on Great Acceleration 
Data - Global (October 2014) 

“Every system is perfectly 

designed to achieve the results 

it gets.” 

 
Institute for Healthcare Improvement 
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Some of the changes we need to embrace concern the core 

values that underpin and steer our present, unfit economic 

system: Progress defined as growth and the acquisition of 

wealth and ‘stuff’; competition with and domination of others, 

and a separation from the natural world. The required changes 

are profound, involving the widespread adoption of core 

values that are rooted in a reverence for nature, a commitment 

to community and collaboration, to social justice  - including 

the rights of future generations and other species - and to a 

concept of progress as growth in human and social 

development within 

the limits of the Earth. 

Many of these values 

are not new, but old, 

rooted in the values 

and traditions of 

Indigenous, racialized 

and colonized people. 

One way to think 

about this is to see this 

as a form of cultural 

evolution, a profound shift in social norms. We have seen 

several fairly profound such shifts in recent years, most 

notably perhaps around the acceptance of gay rights and gay 

marriage, as well as medical assistance in dying; we may be 

seeing another around meat eating. This is an area where 

public health has much experience, from changing the social 

norms around tobacco use, seat-belt use and drinking and 

driving to - most recently – physical distancing and face masks. 

Many of these changes, while years in the making, appeared to 

happen quite suddenly when they finally occurred. This is 

what is meant by a social tipping point (Otto et al, 2019; 

Lenton, 2020) a concept that has become of great interest to 

those trying to create the massive and rapid socio-cultural 

transformations we need to deal with the massive and rapid 

ecological changes of the Anthropocene  that we have 

triggered. The question now is whether we can better 

understand how such tipping points occur in complex social 

systems and whether we can increase the likelihood they will 

occur, ideally triggering a cascade of beneficial social tipping 

points (Cascade Institute, 2020). 

The good news is that when everything has to change, there 

are also many opportunities to create new ways of doing 

things, ((not just doing old things better), new ventures that 

are ecologically sustainable and socially just. 

 

But for many of us, whose lives and work are more locally-

based, the question is not how we change global or national 

systems, but what we can do in our own backyards, both in 

our lives as citizens and community members and in our work 

lives. Hence the focus on the second day of the summer 

institute, after all the big-picture global thinking on Day One, 

will be on the ‘Act Locally’ part of our theme. The work of 

creating healthy, just and sustainable ‘One Planet’ 

communities and societies that will be explored through this 

summer institute should give us hope, as well as a sense of 

meaning and purpose.  

Act Locally 

The slogan “think globally, act locally’, has been with us for 

many decades, and remains good advice. So how do we take 

the global concepts discussed above and apply them locally, 

and what does it mean for public health practice? 

Fortunately, public health has a very long and proud history of 

local action, dating back at least to the mid-19th century, and 

arguably back to the cities of Renaissance Italy in the 14th and 

15th centuries. Moreover, we have a modern re-invention of 

that approach in the world-wide Healthy Cities and 

Communities movement, which has its roots in part in Canada.  

But while health promotion was intended to adopt a socio-

ecological model and included “ecosystem stability and 

resource sustainability” as determinants of health in the 

Ottawa Charter (WHO, 1986), in practice health promotion – 

and to a somewhat lesser extent the healthy communities 

movement – has been largely ecologically blind. Our focus 

from the early 1990s 

was on the social 

determinants of health, 

culminating in the 

report of the WHO 

Commission on the 

Social Determinants of 

Health (2008). 

It was not until 2015 that the concept of the ecological 

determinants of health was recognised in Canada (CPHA, 

2015), at the same time as the emergence of the concept of 

Planetary Health (Whitmee et al, 2015). In the interim, it has 

been the environmental movement that has in many ways 

been doing public health’s work in identifying ecological 

changes and their health impacts. So, it was not at all unusual 

to see Sustainable City or Green City projects co-existing with, 

but usually unrelated to Healthy City initiatives.

“The care of human life and 

happiness and not their 

destruction is the first and 

only legitimate object of good 

government.” 

 
Thomas Jefferson to the Republicans of 

Washington County, Maryland, 31 

March 1809 

“We need to reach a social 

tipping point before we 

reach a planetary one.” 

 
Will Steffen, December 2019 
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However, the growing awareness of the ecological 

determinants of health has started to lead to the realisation 

that healthy communities must be sustainable communities 

(Hancock, 2000), and to the identification of the health co-

benefits of a more sustainable way of life. These co-benefits 

include: 

• The healthier outcomes from an ecologically sustainable 

low-meat diet (Willett et al., 2019); notably, the new 

Canada Food Guide is very consistent with this 

approach.  

• The health co-benefits of a low/net zero carbon energy 

system, which not only reduces greenhouse gas (GHG) 

emissions and slows global warming, but reduces air 

pollution.  

• A wide range of co-benefits stemming from active 

transportation and public transit (and an urban form 

that supports such a system), including reduced GHGs, 

air pollution and motor vehicle crash deaths and 

injuries, increased physical activity and reduced obesity. 

• Mental and social wellbeing benefits arising from 

increased ‘greening’ of communities, enabling greater 

contact with nature. 

In recent years the concept of ‘One Planet’ living has developed 

in a way that – finally – links health and sustainability. The 

first of Bioregional’s ten One Planet principles is ‘Health and 

happiness’, and the next two are ‘Equity and local economy’ 

and ‘Culture and community (Bioregional, 2016). Clearly this 

approach – which has also been dubbed “Healthy Cities 2.0” 

(Hancock, 2018) is as much about social sustainability as it is 

about ecological sustainability (e.g. Muzumdar, 2020). 

So local public health in the 21st century needs to be part of 

the emerging network of community organisations and 

individuals working to create green, just and healthy 

communities. We need to find our  allies in unusual places, 

including emerging green/social benefit businesses, faith 

communities that are working on eco-justice, young people 

leading climate action, Indigenous people working with 

traditional knowledge and understanding, local artists of all 

sorts seeking to give expression to new ways of thinking, 

feeling and acting, and local politicians working to achieve 

these same ends.  

These could be very exciting times for public health! 
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AGENDA 
Day 1 – Thinking Globally 

Thursday July 9th, 2020 
*Please Note - All times are in Pacific Daylight Time* 

Morning Session Understanding the Anthropocene & its Health Implications 

9:00am-9:15am 
Opening Welcome, Recognition and Acknowledgement of Territories 
Wii Esdes, Sandra A. Martin Harris 

Shannon Turner, Executive Director, PHABC 

9:15am-10:00am 
Introduction to Public Health & the Anthropocene 
Dr. Trevor Hancock, Dr. Maya Gislason, Dr. Shannon Waters 

10:00am–10:30am BREAK - MOVE TO BREAKOUT ROOMS 
10:30am-11:15am Breakout Room Sessions 
How Should 

Canadian Public 
Health Respond 
to the Climate 
Emergency? 

 
Dr. Tim Takaro 

Utilizing a One 
Health Approach 
in the Context of 

a Pandemic 
 

Dr. Katie Clow 

Sustainability of 
Agri-food 
Systems 

 
Dr. Wanda Martin 

Pollution, 
Ecotoxicity & 
Health in the 
Anthropocene  

 

Dr. Trevor 

Hancock 

Climate 
Change & 

Mental Health 
 

Dr. Jura 

Augustinavicius 

Watersheds & 
Health 

 
Dr. Shannon Waters, 

Dr. Margot Parkes 

11:15am-11:45am Reporting Back from Breakout Rooms – Key Points on Each Topic 

11:45am-12:30pm LUNCH BREAK 
Afternoon Session Understanding Cultural Transformation/Evolution 

12:30pm-1:15pm 
Understanding Cultural Evolution and Societal Transformation 
Dr. Thomas Homer-Dixon 

1:15pm–1:30pm BREAK - MOVE TO BREAKOUT ROOMS 
1:30pm-2:15pm Breakout Room Sessions 

Indigenous 

Approaches to 
Sustainability 

 
Dr. Shannon 

Waters 

Rights of 

Nature, Right 
to a Healthy 
Environment  

 
Andrew Gage 

Ecological 

Feminist 
Approaches 

 

Dr. Maya 

Gislason  

Faith & 
Spiritual 

Issues, 
Reverence for 

Nature 
 

Shannon 

Turner 

Ecological 
Economics: Fit 

for Purpose in 
the 21st 
Century 

 

Dr. Trevor 

Hancock 

Exploring 
Public Health 

Roles for a Just 
& Sustainable 

Future 
 

Pemma 

Muzumdar 

The Work of 

the Cascade 
Institute 

 
Dr. Thomas 

Homer-Dixon 

2:15pm-2:45pm Reporting Back from Breakout Rooms – Key Points on Each Topic 

2:45pm-3:00pm Closing Remarks – Dr. Steven Jones, Past-President, SPHA 
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AGENDA 
Day 2 – Acting Locally 

Friday July 10th, 2020 
*Please Note - All times are in Pacific Daylight Time* 

Morning Session Healthy Communities 2.0/One Planet Communities 
9:00am-9:15am Introductions, Day 1 Review - Stephanie Van Haute, President, MPHA 

9:15am-10:00am 
One Planet Living Cities 
Mayor Fred Haynes, Cora Hallsworth, Dr. Trevor Hancock 

10:00am–
10:30am 

BREAK - MOVE TO BREAKOUT ROOMS 

10:30am-11:15am Breakout Room Sessions 
What is a 

Sustainable, 
Just & Healthy 

Local Food 
System? 

 
Richard Han, 

Aaren Topley 

What is a 
Sustainable, 

Just & Healthy 
Local Energy 

System? 
 

Michael Nemeth 

Beyond Light Rail & Bike 
Lanes: How do we Move 
Ahead with Sustainable, 

Just & Healthy 
Transportation Systems? 

 
Rita Koutsodimos 

What is a 
Sustainable, 

Just & Healthy 
Local Housing 

System? 
 

Jade Yehia 

Nexus: 
Interconnections 
of Equity, Public 
Health, & Green 
Infrastructure 

 
Jessie Best 

Zero Food & 
Packaging 

Waste in our 
Communities 

 
Dr. Rory Tooke 

11:15am-11:45am Reporting Back from Breakout Rooms – Key Points on Each Topic 

11:45am-12:30pm LUNCH BREAK 
Afternoon 

Session 
Creating Local Change 

12:30pm-1:15pm 
Creating Local Change: Citizen Engagement, Respecting Diversity, Political & 
Social Action - Dr. Margot Parkes, Dr. Theresa Healy, Wii Esdes, Sandra A. Martin Harris 

1:15pm–1:30pm BREAK - MOVE TO BREAKOUT ROOMS 

1:30pm-2:30pm 

Breakout Room Sessions – By Locality 
What can we do together to create local change? Some Topics to Consider: 

Engaging with First Nations                                              Common Action (policy/political) 
Engaging nurses and the community                                Common Vision 
Conversations for a One Planet Region                             The Role of the Arts 
Working with local green/social entrepreneurs               Engaging with Faith Communities 

2:30pm-3:00pm Reporting Back from Breakout Rooms – Key Points on Each Topic 

3:00pm–3:15pm BREAK 
3:15pm-3:30pm Closing Remarks – Dr. Samantha Salter, Yukon Public Health Community of Practice 
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Main Session Descriptions 
Traditional Acknowledgement of Territory 
9:00am-9:15am, July 9th, 2020 

Our two-day event is to be opened with a traditional acknowledgement of the unceded Indigenous lands on which we live, work 

and learn. Presented by: Wii Esdes, Sandra A. Martin Harris 
 

Introduction to Public Health and the Anthropocene 
9:15am-10:00am, July 9th, 2020 

We are entering the Anthropocene, a new geological epoch that is a reflection of massive and rapid human-caused global and local 

ecological changes. These changes include not just climate change but also ocean acidification, widespread pollution and ecotoxicity, 

depletion of both renewable and non-renewable resources and a sixth, human-created Great Extinction. Together, these changes 

are arguably the greatest threat to health and to societal and economic functioning in the 21st century, barring nuclear war. 

To abate the consequences of these ecological changes we must reduce our ecological footprint to the equivalent of One Planet’s 

worth of the Earth’s biocapacity and resources. To do so we are going to have to undertake a profound transformation of our entire 

way of life, our society and our economy. High income people and countries, who take far more than their fair share, must 

dramatically reduce their footprint to ensure others - including future generations and other species - get their fair share. 

The transformation we need is, fundamentally a form of cultural evolution. In the process we will need to re-learn values and world-

views that are widely found in Indigenous communities, a point emphasised in the Waiora – Indigenous Peoples’ Statement for 

Planetary Health and Sustainable Development issued by the Indigenous participants in the 2019 IUHPE World Conference on Health 

Promotion (Rotorua, Aotearoa New Zealand). 

These issues, which frame the entire Summer Institute, will be addressed by Institute co-chairs Trevor Hancock and Maya Gislason 

together with Shannon Waters, an Indigenous public health physician from the Cowichan Valley region. Presented by: Dr. Trevor 

Hancock, Dr. Maya Gislason, Dr. Shannon Waters 
 

Understanding Cultural Evolution and Societal Transformation 
12:30pm-1:15pm, July 9th, 2020 

In the last century, rates of wretched poverty, infectious disease, and mass violence have all plummeted globally. In some ways, we 

are living in a Golden Age. Yet threats to this collective wellbeing are now multiplying and combining in force. Study after study 

indicates that if humanity continues on its current path, a confluence of severe global stresses—environmental, demographic, 

economic, political, and technological—will cause devastating harm in coming decades. These stresses will disrupt vital natural 

systems, cripple economies, deepen social divisions, and ultimately generate widespread violence and societal breakdown. They 

may also hit tipping points that would result in very rapid change. 

The Cascade Institute is designed to address this emerging crisis. It identifies high-leverage intervention points in cognitive, 

institutional, and technological systems - potential social tipping points - and also practical ways to exploit such intervention points 

at all levels, from the local to the global. If effectively exploited, these interventions could trigger a virtuous cascade of cultural and 

societal changes that could shift global civilization away from a path that leads to calamity and towards one that leads to fair and 

sustainable prosperity. 

The Institute’s unabashedly bold goal is to trigger such a fundamental, positive, and rapid change in humanity’s trajectory. We seek, 

in other words, a form of rapid cultural evolution leading to societal transformation that will result in a just, sustainable and healthy 

future. Presented by: Dr. Thomas Homer-Dixon  
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One Planet Healthy Cities 
9:15am-10:00am, July 10th, 2020 

In 2018, the District of Saanich was one of four international cities chosen to participate in the One Planet Cities Project. Organised 

by the UK-based Bioregional, the Project engages organizations and individuals in the pursuit of a happy, healthy future within the 

natural limits of the planet.  

The initiative engages schools, businesses and community groups to create their own One Planet Action Plans, using Bioregional’s 

One Planet Living framework. At the framework’s core are 10 sustainability principles including health and happiness, sustainable 

food and zero carbon energy.  

At about the same time, coincidentally, the Conversations for a One Planet Region initiative, initially based at the University of 

Victoria, was getting started. The vision of the Conversations is that “the Greater Victoria Region achieves social and ecological 

sustainability, with a high quality of life and a long life in good health for all its citizens”.  

The One Planet Saanich project informs the development and implementation of Saanich’s updated Climate Plan and commitment 

to 100% renewable energy. Now One Earth, in partnership with the District of Saanich, the Conversations, Vancity Credit Union 

and South Island Prosperity Partnership is launching a region-wide initiative. 

Cora Hallsworth and Mayor Haynes will provide an overview of the One Planet Cities Initiative, while Trevor Hancock will discuss 

the potential health co-benefits of what might also be called ‘Healthy Cities 2.0’. Presented by: Mayor Fred Haynes, Cora 

Hallsworth, Dr. Trevor Hancock 

 

Creating Local Change: Citizen Engagement, Respecting Diversity, Political 

and Social Action 
12:30pm-1:15pm, July 10th, 2020 

The slogan “think globally, act locally’, has been with us for many decades, and remains good advice. Grounded in experience from 

community, Indigenous and watershed contexts in northern BC, this session will examine how we can create local action that links 

public health practice with the global the local imperatives of the Anthropocene? 

Local action for public health has a long history, whether through the wisdoms of Indigenous peoples in dynamic reciprocal 

relationship with the health of their shared local environments, or through the successive ‘reforms’ over several hundred years to 

enhance public health and livability in the cities that are the shared home for much of humanity. The importance and challenge of 

local engagement to ensure sustainable, just and healthy communities have amplified in the era of the Anthropocene, where local 

change is a critical part of a suite of nested solutions, spanning watersheds and One Planet regions, to the global planetary dynamics.  

Using an interactive panel format, this session will examine ways that engaging and respective diversity is an essential feature of 

effective local public health action: spanning Indigenous and settler communities; embracing cultural, faith and identity-politics; 

calling on business and non-government; connecting local politicians and artists. Our panel reflections will draw on context and 

lived-experience of working with ‘unusual allies’ to promote public health, and exemplars that integrate the ecological and social 

determinants of health in locally coherent ways, as part of working toward a more sustainable, just and healthy future.  Presented 

by: Dr. Margot Parkes, Dr. Theresa Healy, Wii Esdes, Sandra A. Martin Harris 
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Break Out Session Descriptions 
 

Understanding the Anthropocene & its Health Implications 
10:30am-11:15am, July 9th, 2020 

How Should Canadian Public Health Respond to the Climate Emergency? 

Climate Change is both the greatest threat of our time to public health and a great opportunity for improving public health. The 

COVID-19 pandemic has demonstrated how much rapid collective action can be taken to protect and preserve health and wellness 

and shift economic priorities. The political will for the collective action generated by the SARS CoV2 virus emergency can be 

harnessed for the climate emergency if we can demonstrate the eminent threat of climate change to health and the societal co-

benefits of transformational change in equity, energy policy, food and water security along with other determinants of health. This 

session will explore opportunities for intersectoral action that turns the climate emergency, fueled by the COVID-19 crisis, to build 

a better future, bouncing forward from the pandemic instead of bouncing back. It will examine resilience and greenhouse gas 

mitigation in this context and preview the 2021 release of Natural Resources Canada and Health Canada’s report, The Health of  

Canadians in a Changing Climate: Advancing our Knowledge for Action. Presented by: Dr. Tim Takaro 

 

Utilizing a One Health Approach in the Context of a Pandemic 

The One Health approach is a collaborative effort across many disciplines to address complex health challenges that arise at the 

intersection of humans, animals and the environment. The threat of emerging and re-emerging zoonotic diseases has long been 

used as a rationale for the One Health approach. Zoonoses are diseases that are transmitted from animals to people (and back again) 

and there is strong evidence to support that major environmental changes such as deforestation, urbanization and agricultural 

intensification have driven the emergence of other major zoonoses. 

The COVID-19 Pandemic is a stark reminder of the implications of emerging zoonoses, and the need to utilize a One Health approach 

in both current pandemic response and future pandemic prevention. Participants in this session will reflect on the current pandemic 

using a One Health approach and think about how lessons learned from this pandemic can be applied in the future when considering 

pandemic prevention. Presented by: Dr. Katie Clow 

 

Sustainability of Agri-food Systems 

The objective of this session will be to share ideas and knowledge about big agriculture and the climate crisis. In this session, we 

will discuss the main concerns of food production resulting from a changing climate and potential large-scale solutions. We will 

explore the National Farmer’s Union recent document by Darrin Qualman on Tackling the Farm Crisis and the Climate Crisis (2019) 

and agroecology as a model for human food provision. According to the NFU, “Agroecology is a holistic approach to food production 

that uses—and creates—social, cultural, economic, and environmental knowledge to promote food sovereignty, social justice, 

economic sustainability, and healthy agricultural ecosystems.” Furthermore, we will discuss what it takes to create and support a 

localized food system through ideas such as peri-urban farms that feed a city or urban agriculture. You can read the report in 

preparation of the discussion by downloading it from the NFU website: click here. Presented by: Dr. Wanda Martin 

  

https://www.nfu.ca/publications/tackling-the-farm-crisis-and-the-climate-crisis/
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Pollution, Ecotoxicity & Health in the Anthropocene 

Perhaps the most startling claim made by the Lancet Commission on Pollution and Health (October 2017) is that “despite its 

substantial effects on human health, the economy, and the environment, pollution has been neglected” and its health effects 

“underestimated in calculations of the global burden of disease”. The Commission estimated “diseases caused by pollution were  

responsible for an estimated 9 million premature deaths in 2015 - 16% of all deaths worldwide”.  

However, this is an underestimate. Of the three main categories of pollutants, the Commission argues, only one group has been 

sufficiently well studied that the health effects are understood well enough to include in their estimate. The second category is 

pollutants where we have some evidence of links to health problems and growing evidence of causation, but not enough to quantify 

the burden of disease. 

The third category includes “new and emerging pollutants” where the health effects are not well understood, such as certain 

pesticides (e.g. neonicotinoids and glyphosate), nano-particles, pharmaceutical wastes and endocrines disruptors. Many of these 

are persistent organic pollutants (POPs) that are widely dispersed in the environment and then bio-accumulate up food chains, a 

phenomenon known as ecotoxicity. This is why we all carry a body burden of these POPs from before birth. 

I have been involved in issues of pollution and ecotoxicity since the early 1980s. In this session, I will briefly outline the Lancet 

Commission’s report (try to read the Executive Summary beforehand), focusing our discussion on what we need to do in response. 

Presented by: Dr. Trevor Hancock 

 

Climate Change & Mental Health 

In this session we’ll explore the impacts of climate change on mental health and well-being across a range of acute and chronic 

hazards. Inequities in climate change and mental health will be discussed and risks to specific populations will be highlighted. 

Assessment of mental health and psychosocial needs and program monitoring and evaluation in the context of climate change will 

be described. The session will close with a discussion of the role of mental health in climate change adaptation and opportunities 

for engagement on this topic. Presented by: Dr. Jura Augustinavicius 

 

Watersheds and Health 

Watersheds (also known as river catchments) provide a context to understand land, water and health relationships that are relevant 

to all peoples, places and our shared planetary home, in ways that have long been championed by Indigenous peoples. This session 

will explore these connections drawing on perspectives of those whose work engages with watersheds as settings where social, 

cultural and ecological foundations for health interact. Watersheds are characterized by convergence and confluence where the 

relationships of nature, society and health can be understood as a whole. Watershed boundaries are usually heights of land, and 

within these boundaries land, water and people interact: water drains the landscape, flowing to a single collecting stream or river, 

and all other social jurisdictions and institutions are impacted by these land-water-health interactions, whether through drinking 

water supply, food production, and habitat for all species who share our collective home. Watersheds offer ecologically coherent 

entities that can be used to address multiple environmental, socioeconomic, cultural and health objectives together and this session 

will explore examples that are especially relevant in the Anthropocene. Watershed stewardship exemplifies this by providing safe 

drinking water, flood mitigation, biodiversity conservation, food production, and other key ecosystem services, which make vital 

contributions to disease prevention and improved wellbeing. Watershed governance can be seen as an ‘upstream’ public health 

intervention where engagement from multiple groups, entities, interests and sectors of society can be harnessed to foster 

regenerative, eco-social approaches to health and respect role of land and water as foundations for health and wellbeing for humans 

and all our relations. Presented by: Dr. Shannon Waters, Dr. Margot Parkes  
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Break Out Session Descriptions 
 

Understanding Cultural Transformation / Evolution 
1:30pm-2:15pm, July 9th, 2020 

Indigenous Approaches to Sustainability 

This will be an opportunity for participants to engage in further discussion with Dr. Shannon Waters about the ideas and approaches 

she will have shared in the morning, both in the plenary and in the break out session on watersheds and health.  

Dr. Waters is a Public Health + Preventive Medicine Physician, Connector and Hope Builder. In her current leadership role as 

Medical Health Officer for the Cowichan Valley Region at Island Health Shannon works to bring a voice to not only the health of her 

community but to Mother Earth. Shannon is of Hul’qumi’num ancestry from the Stz’uminus First Nation and a member of the 

Cowichan Watershed Board. Presented by: Dr. Shannon Waters 

 

Rights of Nature, Right to a Healthy Environment 

Do we have a right to a healthy environment? Does nature have its own right to exist? With the industrial revolution, nature was 

increasingly privatized under English law. However, there are growing calls to recognize the rights to and of nature, coming from 

environmental law organizations, Indigenous nations, judges and governments. Does thinking about nature in terms of rights 

change our relationship with the natural world and if so, is it for the better? Presented by: Andrew Gage 

 

Ecological Feminist Approaches 

Woven through feminist thought is the work of ecological feminists who have developed theories and practices which seek to 

decentre politics of domination and centre the ethics of creating egalitarian, collaborative and equitable societies. This work 

challenges oppressive frameworks that have conceptually separated humans from animals and the natural world and pressed 

humans into oppressive struggles through the institutionalization of discriminatory and violent practices, including patriarchy, 

colonization and racism. This session will explore some of the key tenets of ecological feminism and integrate critiques and insights 

from Black and Indigenous feminist movements. We will work together to answer the question: what are some key implications for 

collective action that arise when thinking through the lens of ecological feminism? Presented by: Dr. Maya Gislason 

 

Faith and Spiritual Issues, Reverence for Nature 

This breakout session will explore the context of the Anthropocene from a spiritual perspective. The discussion will focus on creation 

story, ways of knowing, perspectives on nature from a range of philosophical traditions and a discussion of our relationship to it 

We will explore the healing properties of nature, and the collective trauma associated with destruction of the natural world. We 

will explore reverence for life in all its forms including the role of other species and the spirits of both elements and life forms.  We 

will consider ways in which connection to nature and to each other is health promoting. Presented by: Shannon Turner 
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Ecological Economics: Fit for Purpose in the 21st Century 

One of the key transformations we will need to make if we are to successfully transition to a ‘One Planet’ society is to ditch our 

current neoliberal economic system and create a new economics of wellbeing. This is a topic I discuss at some length in a recently 

released report from the National Collaborating Centre on Healthy Public Policy. Framed as an ‘interview’, I argue that our current 

economic system, by its very nature, creates and fails to account for massive ecological destruction and disgraceful inequalities, 

both of which have huge impacts on health and wellbeing. In other words, is not fit for purpose in the 21st century. 

Instead, we need a new form of economics, known generally as ecological economics, where the focus is on the wellbeing of both 

people and the planet. Some of the basic tenets that underlie ecological economics include the fact that the Earth is a finite system, 

and thus there are limits to growth; the focus is not on economic growth but on a steady state and even de-growth; the GDP is a 

very misleading indicator and must be replaced; there are three other forms of capital (ecological, social and human) that must be 

preserved and increased; environmental, social and human costs are not externalities that can be ignored, but must be fully assessed 

and accounted for, using the precautionary principle; and in the face of limits to economic growth, we cannot hold out the prospect 

of growth as a way to address poverty. Presented by: Dr. Trevor Hancock 

 

Exploring Public Health Roles for a Just & Sustainable Future 

In this group, participants will also be asked to reflect on an existing roles framework, and consider the actions that public health 

practitioners and organizations can take to centre equity and address massive human-caused ecological changes, including climate 

change. Participants will also discuss opportunities for public health to disrupt oppressive systems and contribute to a just and 

sustainable future. Presented by: Pemma Muzumdar 

Resources related to the presentation: 

a. Climate Change and Health Equity  
b. Centring equity in emerging public health responses to climate change 
c. Climate change, health equity and public health responses: A curated list  

 

The Work of the Cascade Institute 

An opportunity for participants to learn more about the work of the Cascade Institute in conversation with Professor Homer-

Dixon. Presented by: Dr. Thomas Homer Dixon  

http://nccdh.ca/blog/entry/climate-change-and-health-equity
http://nccdh.ca/blog/entry/centring-equity-in-emerging-public-health-responses-to-climate-change
http://nccdh.ca/resources/entry/climate-change-health-equity-and-public-health-responses-a-curated-list
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Break Out Session Descriptions 
 

Healthy Communities 2.0 / One Planet Communities 
10:30am-11:15am, July 10th, 2020 

What is a Sustainable, Just & Healthy Local Food System? 

Food is the embodiment of our cultures, values, and relations. When we take a bite of our food, it can become an expression of our 

sovereignty. But we’ve become disconnected from the land and sea, including the knowledge about where our food comes from and 

all the hands and minds that contribute to our food systems (e.g., knowledge keepers, elders, farmers, fishers, and chefs etc.). Is 

the globalized food system weakening our self-determination as a community and society? Since the onset of COVID-19, we are 

observing a resurgence in backyard growing, community gardens, school gardens, and land stewardship practices to address the 

emergence of hunger from social-economic hardships. Why does it take a pandemic for us to realize how fragile our food system 

is? Join us! Let’s explore the complexities of food systems and the role public health can play in strengthening our connection to the 

food we eat, the communities we live in and the societies we are a part of. Presented by: Richard Han, Aaren Topley 

 

What is a Sustainable, Just & Healthy Local Energy System? 

If we can build sustainable homes and sustainable communities, we may be able to make our entire planet sustainable. How exactly 

do we build sustainable communities? I will offer a list of top ideas to be considered in the (re)development of sustainable 

communities. When multi-sector co-benefits are considered these actions not only pay for themselves but create new growth 

opportunities – indeed a green (local) economy is emerging. Then it will be your turn in the breakout session to work together and 

build upon these concepts and determine what implications our future, sustainable communities, energy and food systems will have 

on public health and personal action. Presented by: Michael Nemeth 

 

Beyond Light Rail and Bike Lanes: How do we Move Ahead with Sustainable, Just and 

Healthy Transportation Systems? 

Most people today understand the environmental rationale for investing in active and public transportation systems; and public 

health professionals also get that these can also improve health equity by serving marginalized populations.  This session will go a 

bit deeper to explore a few examples that highlight the complexity of creating transportation systems that work for all. Presented 

by: Rita Koutsodimos 
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What is a Sustainable, Just & Healthy Local Housing & Land Use System? 

What are our opportunities to bounce forward to a new normal, where health is the core of our built and natural environment? We 

spend 90% of our time indoors, 80% in an urbanized environment, but 100% of our time in the natural world. We all need clean 

air to breathe, potable water to drink, a safe roof over our heads, affordable, nutritious food, and social supports to buffer us through 

tough times. The built environment, the surroundings we have created around us, all have a significant impact on our health (and 

what keeps us well in the first place). We know some of "the most significant sources of emissions in our country are related to 

transportation (25%) and buildings (11%)". How can we collectively advocate for solutions rooted in equity, that reduce fossil fuel 

use and produce co-benefits in health, resilience, and well-being. "True resilience calls on us to rethink the systems that supply our 

energy, transportation, food, water, and housing… [and] to eradicate the inequities that magnify vulnerability…" If we support 

green investments directed at walkable, connected and sustainable communities, we have the potential to create a modern-day 

village where no one is left behind. The COVID-19 pandemic could allow us to reduce the impact of the public health crisis posed by 

global warming, build back better, and improve health by improving the environments in which we live, work and play. Presented 

by: Jade Yehia 

 

Nexus: Interconnections of Equity, Public Health, and Green Infrastructure 

The world is quickly becoming more urbanized.  The United Nations estimates that by 2050, 70% of the human population will live 

in cities.  At the same time, access to nature is increasingly recognized as a strong influence on mental, physical, and emotional 

well-being.  However, not all urbanites have the same access to nature, and this can cause health disparities that will only become 

more heightened with climate change.  Recognizing these challenges, the City of Saskatoon has developed a Green Infrastructure 

Strategy, which outlines ways that green infrastructure can be woven into our urban fabric, while concurrently addressing 

inequities in the city’s Green Network.  In this session, Jessie will share best practices and lessons learned from the development of 

the Green Infrastructure Strategy, with the objective of creating cities in harmony with nature wherein all humans can thrive. 

Presented by: Jessie Best 

 

Zero Food & Packaging Waste in our Communities 

In Canada each year approximately $50 billion worth of avoidable food is wasted. Much of this food waste is edible and could be 

redirected to feed people in our communities. At the same time, much of the packaging and single use plastics ending up in our 

landfills or escaping into the environment is used to package our food. This packaging serves a number of purposes from food safety 

to convenience. 

Communities experience a significant burden for managing the impacts of food and packaging waste. In the Capital Regional District 

for example, over one-third of material sent to the landfill is comprised of food or food packaging. In the City of Victoria, plastic 

food packaging is regularly littered on beaches and parks and the municipality collects over 25,000 single use items a day from 

waste bins across the public realm.  

How do we keep food safe while avoiding food waste and mitigating the environmental impacts of food packaging? 

This session will examine the health implications of food waste and packaging and explore specific opportunities to mitigate the 

impacts and realize the benefits to our communities. Presented by: Dr. Rory Tooke  



Yukon Public 

Health 

Community of 

Practice 

Think Globally, Act Locally 
Public Health and the Anthropocene 

Public Health Summer Institute 2020 

July 9th & 10th, 2020 

18 

Break Out Session Descriptions 
 

Creating Local Change 
1:30pm-2:30pm, July 10th, 2020 

For the final breakout room sessions, participants will be grouped together by locality to discuss how to create change within your 

local communities. 

Creating Change in your Local Community 
So, we know that the Anthropocene poses a major threat to health, and that to address it, we will need to bring about major societal 

transformation, shifting our core values and evolving our culture. We also know that local action can be very important in this 

process. But what does that mean in practice? What can we do as individual citizens, as professionals, as public health organisations, 

as part of local, provincial, national or international associations, as members of faith communities or community organisations?  

Who are the allies and partners we need to work with? In particular, who are the unusual allies and partners who can help us all 

make this transition? 

What are we going to do in the next 6 months to bring about change? What can you personally commit to doing? Keep in mind the 

wise words of Archbishop Desmond Tutu: "Do your little bit of good where you are. It's those little bits of good put together that 

overwhelm the world”. 

Some ideas to consider during the session include: 

• Engaging with First Nations 

• Common Action (policy/political) 

• Engaging nurses and the community 

• Common Vision 

• Conversations for a One Planet Region 

• The Role of the Arts 

• Working with local green/social entrepreneur 

• Engaging with Faith Communities 

 

Breakout Session Video Introductions 
To help you decide which breakout sessions to attend during the summer institute we have created a YouTube playlist on our 

summer institute channel with short video introductions by each session’s featured speaker. To access the playlist, follow the 

YouTube link below or search “Public Health Summer Institute” on YouTube and subscribe to our page. 

 

youtube.com/channel/UCLn40493uKlBOc81AnvEsKw/  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCLn40493uKlBOc81AnvEsKw/
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Speaker Biographies 
 

Dr. Jura Augustinavicius 

Assistant Scientist (Research Faculty), Department of Mental Health, Johns Hopkins 

Bloomberg School of Public Health 

Jura Augustinavicius is an Assistant Scientist in the Department of Mental Health at the Johns Hopkins 

Bloomberg School of Public Health where she teaches courses on Climate Change and Mental Health. She 

completed a PhD and postdoctoral fellowship in Public Mental Health with special training in global mental 

health at the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health. Her current work focuses on climate change 

and mental health, mental health among conflict affected populations, and research-practice collaborations 

on mental health measurement and intervention in humanitarian settings. Jura is a contributing author on the mental health and 

climate change chapter for the upcoming National Climate Change and Health Assessment Report led by Health Canada. 

 

Jessie Best, PAg 
Environmental Coordinator, City of Saskatoon 

Jessie grew up in Christopher Lake and Saskatoon, Saskatchewan and cultivated a love of nature and passion 

for equity from an early age.  Her current home is a small shared farm outside Saskatoon where she explores 

both the applied and governance side of green infrastructure by managing a grassland with a small Icelandic 

sheep herd, and exploring co-operative land governance models.  She works as an Environmental 

Coordinator for the City of Saskatoon where she has worked on the Green Infrastructure Strategy, the 

Healthy Yards Program, and the Triple Bottom Line Policy advisory committee, amongst others. 

 

Dr. Katie Clow 
Assistant Professor, University of Guelph 

Dr. Katie Clow is an Assistant Professor in One Health in the Department of Population Medicine at the 

Ontario Veterinary College, University of Guelph. Her research focuses on the ecology and epidemiology of 

vectors and vector-borne zoonoses, with a specific emphasis on the blacklegged tick and Lyme disease. She 

also conducts research more broadly on One Health, including pedagogy and community-level applications. 

She holds both a Doctor of Veterinary Medicine degree (OVC, 2011) and PhD (Pathobiology, 2017). Dr. Clow 

has worked in private small animal practice as well as at the national and international level in One Health 

through internships at the Canadian Food Inspection Agency, Department of Food Safety, Zoonoses and Foodborne Disease at the 

World Health Organization, and the Global Disease Detection Branch of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. She is a 

member of the Canadian Lyme Disease Research Network, and regularly collaborates with public health professionals and 

veterinarians in private practice and industry. 
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Andrew Gage 
Staff Lawyer, West Coast Environmental Law 

Andrew was accepted into law school shortly after being arrested for protesting logging in Clayoquot 

Sound, on Vancouver Island’s West Coast. During law school Andrew helped found the University of 

Victoria’s Environmental Law Centre and volunteered with the noted Indian environmental lawyer, M.C. 

Mehta. These experiences changed his understanding of what is possible through law. 

Andrew has worked in a variety of roles with West Coast Environmental Law since 2001 and is currently project lead for its Climate 

Change program. Under his direction the program has focused on the legal and professional consequences – to industry, government 

and professionals – of failing to address climate change. In addition to his climate work, Andrew has published a series of cutting-

edge academic papers on the rights of the public to a healthy natural environment. 

Andrew lives in Victoria with his wife, Grace and their two children, Rebecca and Colm. Andrew enjoys playing the violin, gardening 

and sailing with his family. 

 

Dr. Maya Gislason 
Assistant Professor, Faculty of Health Sciences, Simon Fraser University 

Dr. Gislason is an Assistant Professor at Simon Fraser University with a focus on health equity. Prior to this, 

she was a Banting Postdoctoral Fellow at the University of Northern British Columbia, Canada with a focus 

on researching the intersections between public health and intensive resource extraction. Dr. Gislason holds 

a doctorate in Sociology (Medical Sociology) from the University of Sussex, UK, a Masters in Sociology and a 

double major in Sociology and Women’s Studies both from the University of Victoria, BC, Canada. 

A longstanding champion of ecosystem approaches to health, Dr. Gislason works upstream on public health 

issues by addressing the interconnection between human, animal and ecosystem health alongside her colleagues and community 

partners, including the First Nations Health Authority Dr. Gislason currently works on two large scale and interacting eco-social 

public health issues which are significantly influencing health and wellbeing in Canada and internationally -- climate change and 

intensive resource extraction. At the core of her expanding research program and scholarly activity, is a commitment to connecting 

theory to practice and using knowledge produced through primary research to help address real world challenges. (For full 

biography, see Summer Institute Co-chairs, pg. 19) 

 

Cora Hallsworth 
Senior Associate, One Earth, BCIT EcoCity Centre 

Cora Hallsworth has 20 years experience advancing community and organizational sustainability. She has 

extensive background in climate action, sustainable consumption and waste management; focusing on 

planning, strategy and inventory development. Previously Cora was the Manager of Integrated Resource 

Planning & Stakeholder Engagement at the Sheltair Group (now Stantec) and was also staff at the Recycling 

Council of Ontario.  She volunteered extensively, and was the founder and past President of Connecting 

Environmental Professionals in Vancouver. She is now Principal of her own consulting practice; a Senior 

Associate with One Earth; and part-time manager of Municipal Programs for the Ecocity Centre of Excellence at the BC Institute of 

Technology.  

Currently she is developing consumption-based emission inventories and ecological footprint assessments for 10 BC communities 

and leading One Planet Saanich - a community engagement process focused on reducing the community's footprint.  

https://www.wcel.org/program/climate-law-in-our-hands
https://www.wcel.org/program/climate-law-in-our-hands
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Richard Han 
Provincial Manager of Farm to School BC, Public Health Association of BC 

Richard Han is a Health Promotion Specialist residing in Coquitlam, BC. He graduated from Simon 

Fraser University (SFU) with a Masters of Public Health (MPH) and Bachelor of Science (Honours) in 

Kinesiology. Ethnically Korean and a cultural adoptee of the Campbell/Windsor family in Heiltsuk First 

Nation, Richard’s second home is located in Bella Bella, BC. 

He brings diverse and rich experiences from working in K-12 community school, child and family 

services, social development, health authority and universities. He is passionate about children’s well-being, sustainable living, and 

the link between food security and health. Richard is also a member of the Tri-Cities Food Security Table and was an Advisor to 

SFU’s RADIUS Reimagine Health program. He is passionate about social equality, justice, and Indigenous rights. During his spare 

time, Richard loves to go backpacking, play guitar and spend time with family and friends. 

 

Dr. Trevor Hancock 
Professor & Senior Scholar (Retired), School of Public Health and Social Policy, 

University of Victoria 

Dr. Trevor Hancock is a public health physician and health promotion consultant and before he retired 

in 2018 was a Professor and Senior Scholar at the School of Public Health and Social Policy at UVic. His 

career has been focused on population health promotion and public health, with a particular focus on 

health in cities and the links between human and ecosystem health. 

He is one of the founders of the global Healthy Cities and Communities movement, and also co-founded 

both the Canadian Association of Physicians for the Environment and the Canadian Coalition for Green Health Care. From 2012 – 

2015 he led the work that resulted in the CPHA report on the ecological determinants of health. He is much in demand across 

Canada and internationally as an author and public speaker and has served on numerous national and international expert panels. 

He was a Senior Editor on the Editorial Board of the Canadian Journal of Public Health from 2014 to 2018 and is a member of the 

Editorial Board of Cities and Health. 

He writes a regular weekly column on population and public health for the Times Colonist, the daily newspaper in Victoria. He was 

made an Honourary Fellow of the UK’s Faculty of Public Health in 2015 and in 2017 he was awarded the Defries Medal, the CPHA’s 

highest award, presented for outstanding contributions in the broad field of public health. (For full biography, see Summer Institute 

Co-chairs, pg. 18) 

 

Wii Esdes, Sandra A. Martin Harris 
Communications Director & Community Developer, Office of the Wet'suwet'en 

Hereditary Chiefs 

Sandra is from the Wet’suwet’en Nation of the Laksilyu, Little Frog Clan and is a member of the Witset 

First Nation. Since 2007 Sandra has worked as a community developer and social development advisor 

at the Gitksan Government Commission. She now works in the Office of the Wet'suwet'en Hereditary 

Chiefs. Sandra loves community development work, community and watershed planning. Sandra is 

also an Indigenous Focusing Complex Trauma (IFOT) practitioner working with health, social and justice front line workers. This 

work helps her share teachings about intergenerational trauma, grief and loss, supports first responders, suicide prevention and 

debriefing supports to front line staff using a body centered and land based approach.   
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Mayor Fred Haynes, PhD 
Mayor of Saanich, BC 

Mayor Fred Haynes was born in England.  He is married to Cathy and together have three adult sons.  

Mayor Haynes is a community volunteer, director at the Capital Regional District, past chair of SCAN, 

Saanich Legacy Foundation, and the Prospect Lake Community Association. He is currently a director on 

the Victoria Regional Transit Commission. His professions include being a professional publisher, 

entrepreneur, educator, and he holds a Ph.D. in diabetes research completed on a Commonwealth 

scholarship. 

His varied life achievements include holding an eighth-degree black belt, the highest rank in North America, 

in the Japanese martial art of Yoshinkan aikido. 

As the Mayor of Saanich, Mayor Haynes is committed to and will continue to work on improving the environment and green space; 

protecting urban green space; addressing solutions to the housing crisis; taking safety action on priority roads; supporting local 

businesses and expanding the commercial tax base; and working with Council, staff, and residents on budget processes to ensure 

services are cost-effective. 

He describes himself as an avid walker, dog owner, and e-bike enthusiast. He is also a passionate supporter of One Planet lifestyles. 

 

Dr. Thomas Homer-Dixon 
Director, Cascade Institute, Royal Road University & University Research Chair, 

University of Waterloo 

Dr. Thomas Homer-Dixon holds a University Research Chair in the Faculty of Environment at the 

University of Waterloo, in Waterloo, Canada, and is Director of the Cascade Institute at Royal Roads 

University in Victoria, British Columbia. Between 2009 and 2014, he was founding director of the 

Waterloo Institute for Complexity and Innovation. Born in Victoria, BC, Thomas received his BA in political 

science from Carleton University and his Ph.D. from M.I.T in international relations, defense and arms 

control policy, and conflict theory.  

His books include The Upside of Down: Catastrophe, Creativity, and the Renewal of Civilization; The Ingenuity Gap: Can We Solve 

the Problems of the Future?; and Environment, Scarcity, and Violence. His writing has appeared in Foreign Affairs, Foreign Policy, 

Scientific American, The New York Times, the Financial Times, the Washington Post, and the Globe and Mail. 

His current research is focused on threats to global security in the 21st century, including economic instability, climate change, and 

energy scarcity and on how people, organizations, and societies can better resolve their conflicts and innovate in response to 

complex problems. His latest book, Commanding Hope: The Power We Have to Renew a World in Peril will be published by Knopf 

Canada in September.  

  

http://www.cascadeinstitute.org/
http://www.wici.ca/
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Dr. Theresa Healy 
Adjunct Professor, School of Environmental Planning, University of Northern BC 

Dr. Theresa Healy is the Lead of Healthy Community Development, Aboriginal Communities in the 

Population Health Department of Northern Health. She also holds an Adjunct Appointment with the School 

of Environmental Planning and the Gender Studies Program at UNBC. Her research and work interests 

include community development and capacity building, participatory and action research, facilitating 

community driven initiatives and designing workshops and other learning modules for community 

members and organizations. Her past research projects have utilized these skills and interests in the subject 

areas of HIV/AIDS; Youth and Sexual Health, Homelessness and sexually exploited youth and Marginalized Populations and Health 

Care Services. 

She is a Co-Principal Investigator on the Men’s Healthy Eating and Active Living (M-HEAL) project, a member of the UBC Youth 

Sexual Health team under Dr. Jeannie Shoveller, and an advisor to the Prince George New Hope Society providing services to street 

involved girls and women. 

 

Rita Koutsodimos 
Executive Director, BC Alliance for Healthy Living Society 

Rita Koutsodimos is the Executive Director of the BC Alliance for Healthy Living – which is a group of 

provincial organizations that advances health-promoting policies, programs and environments that support 

the health of British Columbians. 

For the past twenty years, Rita Koutsodimos has worked in the non-profit sector to make our communities 

healthier for all with a focus on chronic disease prevention and the social determinants of health.   

Under Rita’s leadership, the Alliance promotes healthier transportation systems and policy through its 

Communities on the Move initiative recognizing that public and active transportation have a significant effect on physical activity 

rates and social inclusion.  Earlier in her career, Rita actively promoted solutions to climate change related to the design of our 

cities and transportation systems. She believes that many of the elements of communities that make them environmentally 

sustainable also make them good for our physical health and mental well-being. 

 

Dr. Wanda Martin 

Associate Professor, College of Nursing, University of Saskatchewan 

Wanda Martin is an Associate Professor at the College of Nursing, University of Saskatchewan where she 

teaches community health to undergraduate students and research to graduate students. She is a 

qualitative researcher interested in urban agriculture and community-based food systems to support 

resiliency in a changing climate. Wanda has worked with on a health equity research team at the University 

of Victoria while completing her PhD on the nexus of food safety and food security as core public health 

functions. In Saskatchewan, she is working with a team in a universal school food program and on community co-design with two 

First Nations communities. Wanda was president of the Saskatchewan Public Health Association from 2014 to 2018 and continues 

to work closely with the board to strengthen public health in the province. She is also the Saskatchewan representative on the board 

of the Canadian Association of Nurses for the Environment and is working bringing climate change into the nursing curriculum. 

  

https://www.bchealthyliving.ca/
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Pemma Muzumdar 

Knowledge Translation Specialist, National Collaborating Centre for the Determinants of 

Health 

Pemma Muzumdar is motivated by a desire to improve well-being and planetary health, particularly those 

who, through intersecting factors, experience marginalization and exclusion. She is based out of Montreal, 

Quebec. 

Pemma has worked with the six National Collaborating Centres (NCCs) for Public Health in various capacities 

since 2011, developing and sharing knowledge, networks and resources for improved public health action. She completed her 

Masters of Public Health at the University of Waterloo in 2010, and draws from significant experience in science communication, 

public speaking, group facilitation, team learning and organizational development. 

Prior to joining the NCCs, Pemma contributed to dynamic teams at the Ontario Science Centre, Discovery Channel Canada, the 

Program Training and Consultation Centre of the Smoke Free Ontario Strategy, TakingITGlobal and the Li Ka Shing Knowledge 

Institute at St. Michael’s Hospital. 

 

Michael Nemeth, P.Eng 
Principal, Bright Buildings, Passivhaus & Mechanical Engineering Consulting 

Vice-president of SES Solar Co-operative 

Michael Nemeth lives in Saskatoon with his partner Shannon Dyck. Designing heating, cooling and 

ventilation systems for buildings, he's been mechanical engineering consulting since 2006. In 2013, 

Michael started Bright Buildings to help others build to the Passivhaus standard, an international low 

energy building standard leading to 90% space heating energy savings. 

Michael and Shannon are co-founders of Radiance Cohousing. The collaborative, 9-unit housing development is designed to meet 

the Passivhaus standard and features R60 wall insulation, airtight construction and excellent ventilation among other sustainability 

features such as permaculture landscaping and rainwater harvesting. The homes meet a high standard for occupant comfort and 

health with the energy efficiency measures providing a reduced cost of ownership. Significant carbon emissions will be avoided as 

a result - a project goal being to achieve affordable, low carbon housing. Roof-top solar has been added, with the goal of making the 

development net-zero energy on an annual basis. 

Michael delivers Passivhaus training to building professionals in western Canada as an instructor with Passive House Canada and 

is the vice-president of the SES Solar Co-operative, now having completed 6 cooperatively owned solar installations. 
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Dr. Margot W. Parkes 
Professor School of Health Sciences, Cross-appointed, Northern Medical Program, 

University of Northern British Columbia 

Margot Parkes is a Professor at the School of Health Sciences at the University of Northern British 

Columbia. Margot works with others – across sectors, disciplines and cultural contexts – to enhance 

understanding of land, water and living systems (ecosystems) as foundational for health and well-

being. 

Margot grew up and completed her medical training in New Zealand, prior to work and training in 

public health, human ecology and ecohealth in Europe, the Americas and the Oceania region. Margot’s research and international 

collaborations include integrative, partnered and Indigenous-informed approaches, with an emphasis on ecohealth, and ecosystem 

approaches to health. Ongoing themes include the cumulative health, environment and community impacts of land and water 

governance, and on watersheds and catchments as settings for intersectoral action to improve health. 

Margot’s work continues to be informed by Indigenous knowledge and leadership across Oceania and the Americas, where she is 

engaged with a range of research, education and capacity-strengthening initiates that foster next-generation approaches to learning 

and collaboration to address complex health and sustainability concerns. 

 

Dr. Tim Takaro 
Professor, Faculty of Health Science, Simon Fraser University 

Dr. Takaro is a professor and physician-scientist in the Faculty of Health Sciences at Simon Fraser 

University.  Trained in occupational and environmental medicine, public health and toxicology, at Yale, 

the University of North Carolina and University of Washington, Dr. Takaro’s research is primarily 

about the links between human exposures and disease, and determining effective public health based 

preventive solutions to such risks. He is a leader for the exposure assessment component of the Canadian Healthy Infant 

Longitudinal Development (CHILD) birth cohort. His current research on human health and climate change focuses on water quality 

and quantity, extreme weather events and gastro-intestinal illness and the role of aero-allergens in the development of asthma and 

allergy in children. He has been senior supervisor for 26 Masters and PhD students over the past ten years. 

Planetary change poses complex problems for public health never more apparent than during the SARS coV2/COVID-19 pandemic. 

These challenges demand an interdisciplinary approach both in research and action. To address this Takaro leads the Planetary 

Health Research group at SFU and, along with researchers across all eight of SFU’s Faculties, co-leads the Climate Futures Initiative 

at SFU. This initiative promotes interdisciplinary research to understand the biophysical and socio-economic impacts of climate 

change and assess mitigation and adaptation strategies to limit climate change risks. To learn more about the relationship between 

climate change and the COVID-19 pandemic see: meethere.org/conferences/learning-for-planetary-health   

https://www.meethere.org/conferences/learning-for-planetary-health
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Dr. Rory Tooke 

Manager of Sustainability and Asset Management, City of Victoria 

Rory is the Manager of Sustainability and Asset Management at the City of Victoria where he helped 

to establish and now leads the City’s solid waste engineering and planning section. His team is 

currently preparing the City’s Zero Waste Strategy, developing and implementing single-use item 

regulations and supporting the design of new infrastructure to reduce waste across the public realm. 

Rory has over 10 years experience in municipal sustainability. He was a founding member of the BC 

Energy Step Code Council that developed BC’s regulatory pathway to achieve net zero energy buildings and was a member of the 

project team that led the design of Surrey’s Clayton Community Centre – the largest Passive House facility of its kind. 

Rory currently sits as the City of Victoria representative to the Capital Regional District’s Solid Waste Advisory Committee and as a 

member of the Board of the Coast Waste Management Association. 

Rory holds a Masters and PhD in natural resources management from the University of British Columbia.  

 

Aaren Topley 
Provincial Manager of Can You Dig It, Public Health Association of BC 

Aaren Topley lives in Victoria, B.C. on the homelands of the Lekwungen People, now known as 

the Songhees and Esquimalt Nations. He has an undergraduate degree in Recreation Health 

Education and a Masters degree in the Social Dimensions of Health from at the University of 

Victoria. Aaren has been working in the field of food system development for over eight years, 

with a focus on creating urban food policy, building community food literacy, Indigenous land 

revitalization and supporting youth food system engagement. 

For the last four years, he has worked with Farm to School BC as the Capital Region Animator. 

In this time, he has established Victoria’s first urban school farm and created an Indigenous plant garden and language revitalization 

program with School District 61. This year, he has begun a new position as Provincial Manager for Can You Dig It, supporting 

municipalities to develop and implement community growing programs and policies. 

In his spare time, he volunteers with the Victoria Urban Food Table, a food policy advisory body to the City of Victoria, which he is 

one of the co-founders and past co-chairs. 
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Shannon Turner 
Executive Director, Public Health Association of BC 

Shannon Turner, BA, BSc, MSc PhD(c) has more than thirty-five years of experience in public 

health practice, healthy public policy, health promotion, program and project management, 

strategic planning, health informatics, quality assurance, risk management, logistics and 

accounting as well as conducting research on digital communication and citizen engagement. 

Aside from her extensive academic credentials Shannon has a number of years of service as an 

advocate for public health at the regional, provincial and national levels. Shannon is currently 

serving as Co-Chair of Prevention of Violence Canada, as Chair of the British Columbia Alliance 

for Healthy Living Society and as Chair of the World Health Organization Vaccine Safety Net. The University of Hawaii named 

Shannon to the Delta Omega Society for outstanding contribution to public health. In 2008, she was awarded the James M. Robinson 

Award (UBC Public Health) for her significant contributions to public health. In 2009, she was presented with the President’s Award 

by the Public Health Association of BC for her work in rebuilding and renewing the association. In 2017, she was awarded the 

Honorary Life Membership Award by the Canadian Public Health Association for being an exemplar practitioner scholar and has 

been a stalwart advocate for public health throughout her career.  

 

Dr. Shannon Waters 
Cowichan Valley Medical Health Officer, Island Health 

Dr. Shannon Waters is Coast Salish and a member of Stz’uminus First Nation on Vancouver 

Island. She completed the First Nations Family Practice program at the University of British 

Columbia and worked as a family doctor in Duncan, BC. While honored to work close to home 

Shannon become frustrated with seeing people mostly when they were unwell and wanted to 

focus on keeping people healthy in the first place so she returned to school and completed her 

specialty training in Public Health and Preventive Medicine. Shannon worked as the Director of 

Health Surveillance at First Nations and Inuit Health Branch and, at First Nations Health 

Authority as the Acting Senior Medical Officer for Vancouver Island Region. She has worked with 

Vancouver Island Health Authority as a Medical Director and with the Ministry of Health as the Aboriginal Physician Advisor. She 

is currently honored to have come full circle and to be working in her home territory as the local Medical Health Officer with 

Vancouver Island Health Authority.  

 

Jade Yehia, CPHI(C) 
Regional Built Environment Consultant, Island Health 

Jade Yehia is a specialist with degrees in Environmental Health, Human Geography, and a Master of Science 

(MSc) in the field of Health Impact Assessment. For the past eleven years, she has been working in the Health 

Protection & Environmental Services departments with the BC Regional Health Authorities. Her work focuses 

on ways of bringing a health lens to land-use planning. Jade has led Island Health’s – Healthy Built 

Environments program, and her work includes topics such as, Housing, Transportation, Climate Change 

Adaptation, to name but a few, both internally across Island Health portfolios and externally with local 

government and community partners. She is passionate about creating healthier communities for all and 

loves to sing, dance, play, especially in a park or at the farmers markets with her wee lil three-year-old.  
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Thank You 
We would like to thank everyone involved with putting on the 2020 public health summer institute. This event would not have been 

possible without dedication and contributions from the following individuals. 

 

Summer Institute Co-Chairs 

We are pleased to introduce Dr. Trevor Hancock and Dr. Maya Gislason, our summer institute co-chairs. They have worked tirelessly 

with the rest of our committee to oversee the development of this year’s curriculum. 

 

Dr. Trevor Hancock 

Professor & Senior Scholar (Retired) 

School of Public Health and Social Policy, University of Victoria 

Dr. Trevor Hancock is a public health physician, health promotion consultant and recently 

(July 2018) retired Professor and Senior Scholar at the School of Public Health and Social 

Policy at the University of Victoria. His main areas of interest are population health 

promotion, healthy cities and communities, public health, healthy public policy, 

environment and health, healthy and ‘green’ hospitals, health policy and planning, and 

health futurism. 

Trevor is one of the founders of the (now global) Healthy Cities and Communities 

movement and co-authored the original background paper for the European Regional 

Office of the World Health Organization in 1986. Over the past 30 years he has worked as 

a consultant for local communities, municipal, provincial and national governments, 

health care organizations, NGOs and the World Health Organization. He is a frequent 

keynote speaker at national and international conferences as well as small community 

group engagements and since the end of 2014 has written a regular weekly column on 

population and public health for Victoria’s Times Colonist. 

He has a long-standing interest in the relationship between health and the natural and built environment. For four years Trevor 

led a Canadian Public Health Association workgroup that has resulted in a comprehensive Discussion Paper on the ecological 

determinants health (May 2015). he has been a member of the Canadian Council on the Social Determinants of Health, a member 

of the Board of the Child and Nature Alliance of Canada from 2010 to 2015, and is currently on the Advisory Council of the Arts and 

Health Network Canada. Trevor is the Vice-President of the Board of BC Healthy Communities, co-founded both the Canadian 

Association of Physicians for the Environment & the Canadian Coalition for Green Health Care, and in the 1980’s Trevor was the 

first leader of the Green Party in both Canada and Ontario. 

In 2015 Trevor was awarded Honourary Fellowship in the UK’s Faculty of Public Health for his contributions to public health, and 

in 2017 he was awarded the Defries Medal – the Association’s highest honour – by the Canadian Public Health Association. 

Outside work life, he is an enthusiastic Morris dancer and enjoys creating new dances and parody songs, as well as performing as 

the Green Man in the annual Mummers Play and at the annual Jack in the Green Festival in Hastings, UK. He has also been a semi-

professional outdoor photographer and his photography has been shown in a number of juried art shows in southern Ontario and 

BC.  
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Dr. Maya Gislason 

Assistant Professor, 

Faculty of Health Sciences, Simon Fraser University  

Dr. Gislason joined FHS in September 2014 as an Assistant Professor with a focus on health 

equity. Prior to this, she was a Banting Postdoctoral Fellow at the University of Northern British 

Columbia, Canada with a focus on researching the intersections between public health and 

intensive resource extraction. Dr. Gislason holds a doctorate in Sociology (Medical Sociology) 

from the University of Sussex, UK, a Masters in Sociology and a double major in Sociology and 

Women’s Studies both from the University of Victoria, BC, Canada. 

A longstanding champion of ecosystem approaches to health, Dr. Gislason works upstream on 

public health issues by addressing the interconnection between human, animal and ecosystem 

health alongside her colleagues and community partners, including the First Nations Health 

Authority. She teaches on and guides research teams in developing Equity, Diversity and 

Inclusion (EDI) informed evidence generating tools, is a Sex and Gender Champion on tri-agency 

funded research, and is actively engaged in the dynamic space of intersectionality research and 

Gender-based Analysis Plus approaches to policy formation and evidence building. Dr. Gislason 

applies these tools and process to research on the impacts of climate change on diverse 

populations, addressing the environmental and community health impacts of intensive resource 

extraction on rural, remote, northern and Indigenous communities in Canada, and ultimately to advance the shared goal of 

Planetary Health. 

A defining characteristic of Dr. Gislason’s research is the integration of social inequities in health scholarship with ecosystem 

approaches to health, which is employed in order to strengthen environmental and community health. Dr. Gislason currently works 

on two large scale and interacting eco-social public health issues which are significantly influencing health and wellbeing in Canada 

and internationally -- climate change and intensive resource extraction. As an interdisciplinary equity scholar working in the health 

sciences, she values the process of building strong bridges between science and society. At the core of her expanding research 

program and scholarly activity; therefore, is a commitment to connecting theory to practice and using knowledge produced through 

primary research to help address real world challenges. 

The impact of Dr. Gislason’s work is not only expressed through classical academic activities, such as publications and university 

teaching and service, but also through contributing to shifts in what is considered ‘good evidence’ and how science can inform 

policy formation and practice. Some of this work is found in evidence briefs, knowledge syntheses and reports to government and 

its impacts are reflected in how evidence is gathered and used by communities, government partners, in policy and practice 

development and within the research community. 

Scientific Program Committee 

Thank you to everyone on the scientific program committee for your invaluable contributions to the development of the public 

health summer institute 2020 curriculum! 

Shannon Turner    Chris Munkacsi 

Dr. Samantha Salter    Dr. Irv Rootman 

Sarah Prowse     Pemma Muzumdar 

Nicole Braun     Dr. Margot Parkes 

Maureen Rowan    Amy Hickmott Foster 

Hannah Moffat     Dr. Wanda Martin 

Christina Harding    Jordyn Warkentin 


