
PHABC 2019 Annual Conference 

Simplifying Complexity: 
Public Health Approaches & Practice in Complex Systems 

November 14th & 15th, 2019 
Sutton Place Hotel, 845 Burrard St 

Vancouver, BC  V6Z 2K6 

Program at a Glance 
 
 

November 14th, 2019 7:30am - 5:00pm 

7:30am – 8:30am Registration 

Lafite Foyer & Château Versailles 

7:30am – 8:30am Breakfast 

Château Versailles 

8:30am-9:30am 
Traditional Land Acknowledgement & Introduction to Complex Adaptive Systems 
Speakers: Kevin Kelly (Kwantlen First Nation), Dr. Marjorie MacDonald (University of Victoria) 

9:30am-10:30am 

Honorary Dr. John F Blatherwick Lecture 
A Matter of Public Health: ‘Safer Supply’ as a Response to Canada’s Overdose Epidemic 
Speakers: Dr. Perry Kendall, CM (BC Centre on Substance Use), Guy Felicella (BC Centre for Substance 
Use), Dr. Christy Sutherland (BC Centre for Substance Use & Portland Hotel Society) 
Moderator: Chris Van Veen (Vancouver Coastal Health) 

10:30am-10:50am Wellness & Coffee Break 

10:50am-12:00pm Château Margaux Château Belair Château Olivier 
Château Mouton 

Rothschild 

10:50am-11:10am 

From Complex Problems 
to Actionable Projects: 
 The Art of (Not Getting 

Lost in) Translation 
Sherrill Johnson 

Research Capacity 
Building in Zambia by 

the World Health 
Organization Special 

Programme for 
Research and 

Training in Tropical 
Diseases 

Vivian Tsang  

Recommendations for 
Tuberculosis 

Management among 
Populations 
Experiencing 

Homelessness 
Meghan Martin 

Animating the Farm to 
School BC Movement 

Richard Han,  
Margo Peill,  

Addie de Candole 

11:15am-11:35am 

Resource allocation for 
equitable health care in 

British Columbia: 
learning from rural and 
remote communities 

about their health and 
wellbeing priorities: 

setting up a research 
agenda for health 

economics 
Dr. Magda Aguiar 

Artificial Turf: The 
contributions and 

limits of health 
research in decision-

making 
Dr. Angela Eykelbosh 

BRCAinBC: Leveraging 
community capacity to 
address a made-in-BC 

problem 
Catriona Remocker, 

Jane Remocker 

Supporting Healthy 
Eating Environments 

Through Universal 
School Food Programs 
Samantha Gambling, 

Nicole Spencer 
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10:50am-12:00pm Château Margaux Château Belair Château Olivier 
Château Mouton 

Rothschild 

11:40am-12:00pm 

 Mapping Spatial 
Patterns in 

Vulnerability to 
Climate Change-
Related Health 

Hazards 
Dr. James Lu  

A Conceptual 
Framework for Guiding 

Implementation of 
Complex Public Health 

Interventions 
Dr. Marjorie 
MacDonald 

Can You Dig It: Growing 
Inclusive Community 

Spaces 
Aaren Topley 

Château Versailles 

12:00pm-1:00pm Lunch & PHABC Annual General Meeting 

1:00pm-2:00pm 

Contagion, Prevention and Complex Adaptation 
Speakers: Dr. Simon Carroll (University of Victoria), Ian Roe (Kids Boost Immunity, I Boost Immunity), 
Craig Thompson (Ministry of Health) 
Moderator: Shannon Turner (Public Health Association of BC) 

2:00pm-2:15pm Wellness & Coffee Break 

2:15pm-3:45pm Château Margaux Château Belair Château Olivier 
Château Mouton 

Rothschild 

 

Self-Healing and Caring 
in Community: 

Mobilizing to Address 
ACEs 

Shauna Smith 
Erin Daly 

Moving Toward 
Racial Health Equity 
Within Public Health 
Sume Ndumbe-Eyoh 

Making Space for 
Health Equity and 
Cultural Safety at 

BCCDC Clinical Services 
Syexwaliya Whonnock , 

Atticus Courtoreille, 
Amanda Tallio , 

Naomi Bob , 
Jessica Chenery, 

Jillian Arkles Schwandt, 
Lauren Allan 

Responding to Current 
Population Health 

Challenges: 
Rethinking structures, 

competences and 
approaches for 

effectively advancing 
public policies aimed at 

the determinants of 
health 

Dr. Gord Miller, 
Juan Solorzano, 

Dr. Marcelo Bravo, 
Sanmini Koffi 

 Château Versailles 

3:45pm-5:00pm 

Closing Remarks 
Speaker: Paola Ardiles (Simon Fraser University) 

2019 Awards Ceremony 
Poster Sessions (see Poster Session section for details) 

 Lafite Foyer & Château Lafite 

3:45pm-5:00pm Networking Event & Exhibitor Booths 
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November 15th, 2019 7:30am - 4:30pm 

7:30am-8:15am Registration 

Lafite Foyer & Château Versailles 

7:30am-8:15am Breakfast 

Château Versailles 

8:15am-8:45am 
Opening Remarks 
Speaker: The Honorable Minister Lana Popham (BC Ministry of Agriculture) 

8:45am-9:20am 

Building a Network-Of-Networks: A Strategy to Drive Intersectoral Health Promotion Action 
for Systems Change 
Speakers: Lesley Dyck (Ideas to Impact Leadership & Consulting), Dr. Irv Rootman (University of 
Victoria), Dr. Shari Laliberte (Vancouver Community College), Dr. John Millar (University of BC), 
Andrew Tugwell (BC Children’s Hospital) 

9:20am-10:10am 

Wicked Problems and Health Equity 
Speakers: Val Morrison (National Collaborating Centre for Healthy Public Policy), Dr. Marjorie 
MacDonald (University of Victoria) 
Moderator: Rita Koutsodimos (BC Alliance for Healthy Living) 

10:10am-10:30am Wellness & Coffee Break 

10:30am-12:05pm 
Château Mouton 

Rothschild 
Château Margaux Château Belair Château Olivier 

10:30am-10:50am 

Flu Shot Clinic 

Immunization Service 
Availability and 

Readiness in Primary 
Health Care in Pastoral 

and Semi-Pastoral CGPP 
Ethiopia 

Implementation Districts 
Bantamlak Tadesse, 

Tenager Tadesse 

Lessons Learned in the 
Planning and 

Implementation of 
iOAT in an Integrated 
Health Care Setting 

Rosalind Baltzer Turje, 
Damon Hassan, 

Untangling the 
complexity of food 
security to develop 

provincial-level 
indicators 

Melanie Kurrein, 
Dr. Barbara Seed 

10:55am-11:15am 

Navigating the complex 
boundaries of support 

and stigma with an 
invisible injury:  Factors 

that aid or delay 
recovery and return-to-

work following 
concussion 

Denise Beaton 

Designing Collaborative 
Solutions: Supporting 

experiential workers in 
overdose response 

environments 
Zahra Mamdani, 

Lacey Mesley, 
Peter Woodraw, 

Ryan Williams 

Shifting the Discourse 
on Household Food 

Insecurity: Reflections 
on navigating the 

complexities of food 
security 

Henry Lau, 
Melanie Kurrein 
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10:30am-12:05pm 
Château Mouton 

Rothschild 
Château Margaux Château Belair Château Olivier 

11:20am-11:40am 

Flu Shot Clinic 

 Lessons Learned from 
Canada’s Supervised 

Consumption and 
Overdose Prevention 
Site Service Providers 

Teleconference 
Patrick McDougall, 

Carly Welham 

Conceptualizing the 
intangible: Evaluating 

the systems-level 
impacts of 

community-based 
food initiatives 

Vanessa Daether 

11:45am-12:05pm 

Fall-Related Deaths 
Among Older Adults in 
British Columbia: Cause 

and effect of policy 
change 

Denise Beaton 

Association Between 
Prescription Opioids 
and Hepatitis C Virus 

Seroconversion Among 
People Who Use 
Injection Drugs in 
British Columbia  

James Wilton 

Building Bridges for a 
Maternity Home for 
Pregnant Women of 

North Vancouver 
Island 

Tracy Hnidy, 
Dr. Elizabeth Hartney 

Lafite Foyer & Château Versailles 

12:05pm-12:30pm Lunch 

12:30pm-1:00pm LANCET Climate Health Dialogue 

 
Château Mouton 

Rothschild 
Château Margaux Château Belair Château Olivier 

1:00pm-2:30pm 

Resolving Wicked 
Problems: Practical 

Approaches 
Val Morrison 

Project Inclusion: 
Confronting anti-

homeless & anti-drug 
user stigma in BC 

Caitlin Shane, 
Dave Hamm, 

 Meenakshi Mannoe, 
Samona Marsh 

Fostering Psychological 
Safety to Support 

Organizational Capacity 
for Health Equity Action 

Sume Ndumbe-Eyoh, 
Dr. Katrina Plamondon 

Thinking and 
Intervening in 

Complex Systems: 
Skills and Tools for 

Action 
Charles Lee 

2:30pm-3:00pm Wellness & Coffee Break 

Château Versailles 

3:00pm-4:00pm 

Honorary Dr. Trevor Hancock Lecture 
Simplifying Complexities in Food Systems 
Speakers: Dr. Tammara Soma (Simon Fraser University), Melanie Kurrein (BC Centre for Disease 
Control), Lori Snyder (Earth Awareness Realized Through Health) 
Moderator: Richard Han (Farm to School BC) 

4:00pm-4:30pm 
Closing Remarks  
Speaker: Theresa Healy (University of Northern BC), Angie Todd-Dennis (Nak'azdli First Nation) 

 


