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Our Planet, Our Health: 

Creating Well-Being Societies & Making Peace with Nature 

 
November 9th- 10th, 2022 

Victoria Conference Centre, Victoria, BC 
 

All sessions are in person 
 
ONLINE ABSTRACTS SUBMISSION: Opens August 22nd, 2022 at  
https://phabc.org/conference-2022/call-for-abstracts-submission-page/ 
 

SUBMISSION DEADLINE: Closes September 30th, 2022 at 5:00 pm 
 
All successful abstract submissions will have access to a discounted conference registration rate. 
 
 
The Public Health Association of British Columbia will host its annual conference on November 9th and 
10th, 2022 at the Victoria Conference Centre. This year’s conference, “Our Planet, Our Health: Creating 
Well-Being Societies and Making Peace with Nature” is an expansion of the topics covered during the 
2020 Public Health Summer Institute, is inspired by recent WHO and UN initiatives, and recognizes the 
important role of Indigenous knowledges in fostering healthy relationships between humans and the 
Earth. 
 
There is an urgent need, both locally and globally, to focus on making peace with nature. The UN 2021 
report Making Peace with Nature identified climate change, biodiversity loss and pollution as a “triple 
crisis” that threatens our well-being. Creating well-being societies is dependent on making peace with 
nature, focusing on ecojustice and applying an eco-social approach to everything we do. The public 
health community has an opportunity here to weave these perspectives into their work to address 
both ecological and social injustices. 
 
The PHABC Conference provides the opportunity for professionals throughout the province to meet, 
mingle, and learn through a unique combination of keynote presentations, case studies, symposia and 
hands-on workshops. The conference aims to ensure that public health professionals and their 
partners in community have access to evidence-based knowledge on how to improve population and 
public health outcomes in BC, while helping to strengthen our provincial capacity for addressing health 
inequities related to climate and the environment through effective population and public health 
promotion. 

 
  

https://phabc.org/conference-2022/call-for-abstracts-submission-page/
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Purpose 
 
To bring together public health and other related professionals to work towards improving planetary 
health and creating well-being societies in ways that will enable progressive action, effective change 
in policy and practice and improve the lives of people and communities in BC and beyond.  
 
Together we will explore the public health, population health and health equity implications of global 
ecological changes (aka the Anthropocene) and identify innovative, effective societal and community 
level interventions. 

 
Objectives 

 

Learning Objectives: 

1. Understand the range of the ecological changes and the socio-cultural forces that constitute the 
Anthropocene and their implications for population health and health equity; 

2. Explore and understand the importance and implications of Indigenous knowledge and practices in 
managing our co-existence with nature and the creation of well-being societies – and thus for public 
health action both globally and locally; 

3. Understand the health and other co-benefits of an ecologically sustainable and socially just “One 
Planet” community and society; 

4. Imagine and begin to design the local social and public health response to this situation – including 
local social and political actions – that will lead to more sustainable, just, convivial and healthy “One 
Planet” communities. 

 

Operational Objectives: 

5. Encourage participants, including intersectoral partners, to apply new knowledge, skills and/or 
resources in their activities during and following the conference. 

6. Attract people working in related sectors as participants in the conference. 

7. Facilitate a knowledge exchange between PHABC members, non-members, government officials, 
health authority representatives, etc. 
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Conference Themes 
 
To invigorate public health practice, education and research towards a healthy, just and sustainable 
future. The conference plenary sessions will focus on four inter-related themes: 
 

1. Making Peace with Nature for Public Health 
2. Ecojustice/Eco-social Equity and Public Heath 
3. Well-being Societies 
4. Local (Practice) and Action 

If you have research on or are part of a promising practice you think aligns with our conference themes, 
we welcome your contribution to our dialogue. The conference organizers request that you submit 
abstracts that align with one or more of the four themes of the conference; however, additional 
themes may also be identified from the selected abstracts. 
 
We encourage submissions from the full spectrum of public health practice and endeavor to be 
inclusive of quality submissions even if they do not fit under the above thematic areas. 
 

 
Conference Format 
 
The conference will include: 
 

• Plenary sessions to stimulate thinking about the conference theme 
• Workshops to build skills and strategies 
• Oral presentations to present findings related to the conference themes in parallel sessions 
• Poster presentations to present findings related to the conference themes 

 

 
Call for Abstracts 
 
Individuals and groups are invited to submit abstracts for one or more of the following presentation 
format(s): 
 

• Oral presentation (15-20 minutes) 
• Poster presentations (in-person “walk about” during networking session & on display both days) 
• Workshop (1.5 hours) 

 
Based on the restricted opportunities for oral presentations, we strongly encourage applicants to 
consider structuring their proposals, particularly if they are practice-based research, around a poster 
presentation. The poster session, being held concurrently alongside the networking event on 
November 9th, will be designed as a ‘walk-about’ in order to structure maximum interaction with the 
presenters and their work. 
 
Workshops are intended to be an interactive opportunity to focus on a particular topic related to the 
conference themes in detail and/or to build skills or resources in relation to the theme. 
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Abstract Submission Guidelines 
 
Those submitting abstracts will be required to submit the following information: 
 

• Presenter & co-presenter professional designations & contact information 
• Presentation format & conference theme 
• Presentation title 
• An abstract of 250 words or less 

 
Please note that the information provided in the abstract submission will be used to describe your 
presentation in the final program should your abstract be selected. Please ensure your description is 
accurate, fully proof-read and all presenters are listed. 
 
If your abstract describes primary or secondary research, you are encouraged to submit an abstract 
covering: background, methods, results and discussion/conclusions. 
 
Those submitting practice-based abstracts are encouraged to include information on: Purpose, 
focus/content, significance for the theme and target audience. 
 

 
Evaluation Criteria 
 
Due to limited space and the need for the most relevant and highest quality program, the Scientific 
Program Committee (SPC) has outlined several criteria by which the quality and relevance of abstracts 
will be judged. 
 
Each abstract will be scored out of a total possible 7 points, each category listed below will be given a 
score between 0 and 1 and each score added together for the final score. The descriptions below 
represent a score of 1 (full marks) for that category: 
 

1. Asset- & Strength-Based: Approach is explicitly focused on reservoirs of strength and 
resilience, even in the most disadvantaged communities, as ‘assets’ for health, including 
geography (rural/remote/Indigenous/inner city). 

2. Action-Oriented: Actions are evidence-informed, population level interventions & focused on 
the big-picture, instead of on immediate goals. 

3. Partnerships & Multi-Sectoral Collaboration: Collaboration is focused on partnerships with 
various stakeholders, mediators & facilitators of change, focused on collective impact and the 
inclusion of affected communities. 

4. Innovative: Innovation and complex systems thinking is evident. Partners encouraged to take 
initiative, innovate & transform into leaders themselves. 

5. Engaging & Experiential: Participatory and experiential focus is strong, effective and woven 
throughout. 

6. Relevance to Conference: Highly relevant to conference topic, themes & objectives. 
7. Quality: High quality. Would shine at a national conference. 

 
If you have any questions, please contact conference@phabc.org 

mailto:conference@phabc.org


Stay Connected

PublicHealthAssociationBC

PHA_BC

www.phabc.org

PHA_BC

Public Health Association of BC

Newsletter:
bit.ly/3zbcnAY

#PHABCConf2022

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Public-Health-Association-of-BC/195951007090355
https://twitter.com/PHA_BC
http://www.phabc.org/
https://www.instagram.com/pha_bc/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/public-health-association-of-bc/
https://app.cyberimpact.com/clients/18851/subscribe-forms/F0317225-E618-4AA6-ACC0-3034872444D9
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